
GREATER FALL RIVER VOCATIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT  

HOUSEBUILDING/FACILITIES SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES 

SUPERINTENDENT’S CONFERENCE ROOM  

NOVEMBER 14, 2019 

 

 In attendance: Paul Jennings, Joan Menard, Donald DiBiasio, Gregory Brilhante, Elvio Ferreira, and 

Deborah Kenney.  

 

 The meeting began with a roll call at 4:37 p.m.  

 

 It was moved by Mr. Jennings, seconded by Ms. Menard, and voted unanimously to dispense with the 

reading of the October 10, 2019 minutes and approve them, as recorded. Mr. DiBiasio abstained. 

 

 Dr. Ferreira provided an overview of the office space lease options for the relocation of the District 

offices. There was a discussion about the four options provided. Mrs. Kenney stated that she called all the 

references. The Sub-Committee agreed that Mechanics Mills on Davol Street would be the best option. Dr. 

Ferreira also stated that the District will have quotes for movers at the December 5th meeting. 

 

It was moved by Ms. Menard, seconded by Mr. Jennings, and voted unanimously to bring the 

recommendation to the full board to move the District offices to Mechanics Mills at 1082 Davol Street, Fall 

River.  

 

 Dr. Ferreira provided an overview of the proposed construction work. The cost is estimated to be 

$650,000, which will include the three classes, the administration offices, expanding the guidance office 

conference room, and creating an office suite for the Special Education Dept. Once the District offices relocate, 

the asbestos abatement will begin. Mr. DiBiasio suggested that Mr. Benevides be included in the construction 

meetings. Mr. Jeffrey Cabral will obtain the permits for the project and Mr. Chace will obtain the electrical 

permits.  Mrs. Kenney reported that the District has $822,944 available in the E&D account and the Capital 

Account has $232,710. She will request a transfer of $210,000 for the asbestos costs. She will also request a 

transfer from E&D of $30,000 to cover the construction costs. The office lease amount (est. $65,000) will come 

from the E&D account. If and when LPN moves, the funds can come from the general account. The flooring, 

ceiling, and security for the construction project will be contracted out. The sheetrock install may also be 

contracted out, which will be dependent on timing. 

 

 Dr. Ferreira provided an update on the security vestibule project. The materials will be delivered in the 

next few weeks and E5 Builders is confident that it will be complete by the December break.  

 

 Dr. Ferreira reported that some LPN programs have run into issues with the Dept. of Education 

regarding distance from the main campus, which the District will investigation. Dr. Ferreira provided an 

overview of the pricing from Pope Industries, who built the LPN building in 2009. He also provided quotes and 

pricing for modular office spaces. Dr. Ferreira requested authority of the Committee to perform site and 

engineering work on approximately three acres of land on the south side of the property. The Sub-Committee 

instructed the administration to obtain estimates on engineering of the property. 

 

 Mrs. Torres provided an overview of the current projects list. Mr. DiBiasio thanked Mrs. Torres for 

reaching out the towns for projects. There was a discussion about a potential project for the Somerset High 

School for a 30’ x 30’ building (greenhouse), with a target project date of September 2021. Dr. Ferreira stated 

that, depending on the site and engineering work results, there could be a potential building project on the 

school campus. 

 

 Dr. Ferreira reported that the plates and registrations are aligned with the Registry of Motor Vehicles. 

He requested that the amount approved at the September meeting for a school bus ($88,067) instead be used to 



purchase a 15-passenger vehicle and a vehicle to transport students for sports. This will be brought to the full 

Committee.  

 

 It was moved by Ms. Menard, seconded by Mr. Jennings, and voted unanimously to adjourn the Sub-

Committee meeting at 5:14 p.m. 

 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

       Lucy Thompsen 

       Lucy Thompsen 

 

Materials Included: October 10, 2019 Minutes 

   Projects List 

   Campus Re-Design Architectural Drawings for Administration 

   Pope Industries Estimates 

   Office Space Lease Options 
      


